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His military compaign against the Cholas is also described although the degree of his success is exaggerated by the poet. The poet has mingled much of the imaginative with the real. The supernatural element plays a prominent part in the story and the intervention of Siva in the affairs of the hero is of fteqaent occurrence. Lord Siva is introduced into the poem more than once to find a defence for the king's act of usurping the throne due to his elder brother, The book reveals neither accuracy in chronology nor precision of detail. The historical material occupies only a minor portion while the bulk of the work is devoted to the description of the seasons, the landscape and such other items of poetic interest. The Swayamvara of Chandralekha, Vikrama's marriage with her and the conjugal happiness of the royal couple are all described in the usual manner at great length. On the whole, the work is of much poetical merit. The author's style is fairly pleasing and he avoids long compounds. The poet is a master of graphic description. Towards the close of the poem the author has given an account of himself and his family. Bilhana has also written Chaura panchasika, a lyric poem and Kama sundari, a drama.
Rajatarangini
^ The only great poet who is almost wholly historical in his outlook and purpose is KaTfiSEa of Kashmir. He himself has recorded that his father lived in the court of King Harsha of Kashmir ( 1089—1 101 A.D. ). Kamana'j father, Champaka, was the minister of Kinglfilled. The story ends with thethe Girnar and the Nasik Inscriptionshe 12th century A. D.
